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WOODSTOWN — At one of the final public forums presented by the  local school district on its $10 million long-
range facilities bond referendum proposal Thursday night, turnout was light. 
 
Only a handful of residents turned out for the presentation by the Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District. 
 
The forum was one of many public presentations the district has made ahead of Tuesday’s election where they are 
seeking voter approval for the plan. 
 
Since December 2010, Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District Board of Education officials prepared for the 
new referendum residents will vote on during the Nov. 6 General Election. 
 
Some voters remained undecided. 
 
“I’m unsure right now of which way I’m going to vote. I am mostly uncomfortable with the separate building (early 
childhood center). I would rather see that as an addition to Mary S. Shoemaker,” Woodstown resident Dana Read 
said. 
 
Read added that she had previously voted “yes” for the earlier defeated referendums and she is less concerned about 
the funding cost, but more of the specific plan for the district. 
 
“I totally agree with the other things, I know something needs to be done,” Read said, unsure if the referendum 
were get her vote in support.  
 
If voters say “yes,” to the 20-year bond, they can expect to see a school tax increase of 8.9 cents per $100 in assessed 
property value in Woodstown and 8.7 cents in Pilesgrove. 
 
Currently, the school tax rate in Woodstown for 2012-2013 is about $1.212 per $100 of assessed property value. In 
Pilesgrove, the tax rate is $1.181. 
 
The referendum would be paid off over the next 20 years, according to Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School 
District Board President Chapman Vail. 
 
“I am curious to what it will fully cost in taxes. I'm sure it's a big expense for taxes. They need to do something for 
sure, I am just not sure if this is the right plan. I definitely think the school needs some improvements,” Pilesgrove 
resident Mitch Layton said. 
 
The referendum would be paid off over the next 20 years, according to Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School 
District Board President Chapman Vail. 
 
If the $9,958,658 bond referendum is successful, it will follow defeats of previous building plans in 2006, 2008 and 
2009. 
 
Woodstown Councilman Fran Grenier commended the school board of education on the plan of this year's 
referendum. 
 
“I’ve seen the plan, I am pretty impressed with how you put something together that satisfies all our needs for less 
than $10 million,” Grenier said.  
 
The bond would fund renovations in the high school, the middle school and Mary S. Shoemaker School. Projects 
include the renovation of a current agricultural science room and art room for two new science labs, the 
construction of a new all-purpose room that will serve as a gym and cafeteria for the middle school. 
 
Additionally, the fifth-grade students, who are currently housed at Woodstown Middle School, would be moved to 
Mary S. Shoemaker School. Also, funding would go toward building an early childhood learning center on East Lake 
Road property. 
 
“This plan is a compromise, that’s the way it should be. You can’t always get what you want. This plan is about what 
we need,” Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District Superintendent Tom Coleman said.  
 


